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' A Commentary 

By Nicholas von Hoffman 

Wednesday night ABC cleared our three hours of 
regularly scheduled network trash to give us what it call- 
ed one of the most incredible dramas you’ve ever seen. 
Anywhere.” That may be a fairer description of “The 
missiles of October” than ABC Intended for its dramatiz- 
. ation of the Cuban Missile Crias. ‘ 

Presented as an example of a heretofore unknown 
genre of dramatic literature named “the theater of fact ” 
it’s best received as an electronic history 'book for be- 
gmners. It is best understood, however, as a big broad- 
rasting company’s holiday message of hope. 

Contrary to what you might expect, “The MissUes of 
October” isn’t dull-witted anti-Communist propaganda 
Jf it had been propaganda there might ^bave been a 
..chance for it as drama. In part some of Shakespeare’s 
^^historical plays stand up because he didn’t let the facts 
■ get in the way of etling his - audience how blessed they 
were) to have the Tudor family, sitting on the English 
throne. 1 . 

The difficulty with ABC’s theater of fact is that it 
has too many American facts, too few Russian facts and' ' 
no very good way to organize any of them. Shot and di- 
eted in the pseudo cinema verite style of “Kojak,” a 
fleceptively authoritative tone is given to this frightening 
fceries of events that nobody understands now, 12 years 
%fter they took place. 

§ this day we don’t know why the Russians put those 
es in Cuba. The most plausible explanation is that., 
ICBM’s were then so primitive or nonexistent that 
lad no way of hitting the continental United States 
; they could get up close and base themselves in 
This non-fact doesn’t get on the air because the 
Russian part of the drama has to rely bn Khrushchov’s 
jnemoirs for its sources— -there aren’t any others— and 
^e's not going to admit'his people were driven to the 
^ Cuban adventure out of sheer weakness. ■■ . , . 

Thus most of the drama centers on President John 
Kennedy and Ws advisers, a number of whom have 
written their versions of how it came to pass that the 
United States delivered a military ultimatum and how 


the Rusaans Knui;KiOT .paper TO, These -conflicting 
, ^d overlappmg wews are' reflected in the script, but 
only someone whb fe done a lot of extracurricular ■ 

him^lf what was going on jn the ^ 
Oval Office ’ ' ' r * ' ■ 

the safe paths of '4plomacy for : 
n^e^y belhcose posturing? ;Did he exploit these 
, strategi'^y nmmportant missiles, not to, chase the Rus- 
out, of , the swaahst fleghpots o-f Havana, ' .but to 
win a congressiomTiKcninrrWiirSm^ intelli- 
gence ^rvices foul up again in Cuba? Were they, as . 
iKiual, the la'St people on earth to know what the Rus- 
»ans were up to? Did Kennedy make some of the most 
important decisions of the crisis in a disconcertinslv 
off-handed way? ■ 

N Good d^a need not answer any of these questions, 

: K ‘theater of fact,” and the' only reason to 

Awuect facts is to pose questions of this sort. Then was 
‘ this enormously costly effort a failure? / 

p^dedly, not “The .Missiles of ;October” isn’t about: 
missiles or October or Russians or Cuba. It’s about the 
preadency. The people Who made ^the pro- 
not haye consciously intended to do a restor- , 
^hnt fL ® office and its occu- 

says the time of the god-Presidenta will come again. 

to sense to seize on Kennedy, the last man 

to be Preadent whom most Americans, rightlv or 
wrongly, have much respect for. ® ^ 

a mm 12 yj?ars and delineate 

of legend who proves that, while the office is 
too big and too powerful for a single individual we are 
fa people who can father the sLng Sc ll^d^ 
ship wtoch ^ live -lip to the role of elected ^od, ihe--' 

) Worn ?? eomes across taXbe“ 

■ta^ln Jr., the soCTowful, retrospective yet leasonaWe 
and eloquently determined leader^ ■ >. y reasonable 

+.T, reason that the fashionable glitter and ■ 

toe snobteh chi-chi of the Camelot years was omitted 
from toe drema. Since there is no serious ^rtTS 
^de to change toe nature of this impossible and 
office, what we need is a fairy tale 
^yellsms that we have people who can ad^ately 

BrScaS nevertheless the American 
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